
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A word from our Pastor 

 

Happy New Year!  

No, we're not too early. We're right on time! The beginning of Advent starts the 

new church year. It is a time for moving on and looking to the future. The 

future we are called to look toward is the second coming of Christ. We are 

called to look inward, on a personal as well as a cosmic level, to see if we are 

prepared. 

 

Banner 

 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical 

faith, that actively seeks and celebrates God. We desire to praise, love and  

serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. In God we find the  

source of all our joy.  

Hallelujah! 
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As we begin this new year, the days are getting shorter, and darkness comes 

earlier. The winter solstice is just a few days away. In fact, the day now 

contains more darkness than light. 

 

Advent is a season of endings and beginnings. As the new church year begins, 

Christ's birth ushers us into new ways of living and loving, and yet the world 

as we know it spins madly on. In many ways, pregnant Mary was surrounded 

by endings - large and small, personal and political. But Mary proclaimed a 

hope and a God who was and is making all things new. Christ's birth offered a 

beautiful new beginning for shepherds and Magi alike - all the while, King 

Herod tried to bring Christ's story to an end. 

 

When we ourselves navigate seasons filled with endings and beginnings, we 

need reminders. We need words that can feel like steady ground, like a path 

for our feet to find as we step forward into the unknown.  

Come to the four Sundays in Advent where we are beginning and ending, 

loving and living, in Christ's name, Come! 

Pastor Julie 

 

 

 

 



those limited or confined 

for health reasons: 

Marcheta Pletcher. 
 

We also uphold these 
members, friends and 

family members of our congregation who have 
prayer concerns: Bill Lemon, Norma Lovelace 
 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 
Through October 2024 

 

2024 Annual Budget $186.267.00 

 

Total Budget Income thru October $163,058.18 

     Giving ‘24 $72,497.00 

     Interest & Other Income ’24 $90,651.18 

 

Total Budget Expense thru October    $(165,824.74) 

 

Budget Balance thru October ($2,766.56) 

 

October Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $55.00 

  Messenger $14.50 

  CoB Hurricane Relief $119.00 

  After School/Special Program &1,000.00 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Stewards: 

Tuesday, December 3rd at 3:00 pm 

Music & Worship:  

Tuesday, December 10th at 6:15 pm 

Service & Outreach: 

Wednesday, December 11th, at 9:30 am 

Church Board:  

Thursday, December 12th at 6:30pm 
 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Bible Study, over 

Google Meet. Contact Sander Eller, 

sandereller@gmail.com, for details. 

 

Every Wednesday at 8:00am, Breakfast 

Fellowship Group, in the Hillcrest Dining 
Room. Contact Mary Hines, 909-418-4654 for 

details. 

Preaching Schedule 
 

December 1st: Paul Lovelace Preaching 

December 8th: We Can’t Go Alone 

December 15th: Do the Good that is Yours to Do 

December 22nd: Hope is Worth the Risk 

December 29th: Linda Hart, Peggy Redman, &  
       Cody Smith 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

Dennis Wallstrom on the 15th. 

Jerry Davis on the 17th. 

Sarah Mundy on the 18th. 

Virgil Pletcher on the 19th. 

JoAnn Mills on the 24th. 

Dana Smith on the 24th. 

 

Anniversaries 
 

Cody and Dana Smith on the 12th. 



Service  &  Outreach 

News & Updates 

 

 

Giving Emphases for  
December 

 

Thank you for your continued response to our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphases for December are Christmas Foods 

and Staple items. This time of year, is a great 

time for reflection and connecting with those 

you love. It is also a time of great stress and 

sadness for many families. Having a meal with 

your family is a privilege we often take for 

granted. Providing ingredients is a wonderful 

way of allowing others to enjoy a meal and 

celebrate together. For all canned food please 

provide pop-top cans if possible. As always, 

staple items, including spices, baking items like 

flour baking soda, yeast, socks and feminine 

products are always needed and welcome. 

 

 

 

The Giving Emphasis for December is  

Inland Valley Hope Partners 

 

The Christmas Carrd Tree Fund is FINCA. 
 

 

Commission News 

 

The holiday season is the time of year for 

reflection, endings and new beginnings. 

One of the many things we focus on 

during this season is giving. Whether it’s 

presents under the tree for loved ones, 

the gift of food, a joke gift for a white 

elephant with friends, the gift of time, or 

the gift of money, all are given with love. 

This year we have 4 opportunities to 

spread the love and heart of the season.  

 

Our Monthly emphasis to IVHP, Inland 

Valley Hope Partners, is an opportunity to 

help many who are struggling as they 

help hundreds of families put food on the 

table. 

 

One of my favorite things to do is read 

Christmas Cards. The Christmas Card 

Tree is a fun way to share a card with 

everyone and give the money you saved to 

the fund that will go to FINCA, 



Foundation for International Community 

Assistance. 

 

Giving gifts is one of my favorite things to 

do now, but when I was a kid, seeing the 

gifts under the tree and the anticipation 

of what they might be was the best part of 

Christmas. Our Adopt – a – Family is a 

simple way of spreading the joy of giving 

and receiving gifts to a family that can’t 

provide the luxury of gifts to their 

children and each other. 

 

As you decorate for Christmas and make 

family plans take a moment to spread 

that joy and love of the season to any of 

these amazing organizations. 

Written by. Laura Lovelace 

 

 

The Christmas Card Tree 

 

This year the funds from our Christmas 

Card Tree are going to FINCA, Foundation 

for International Community Assistance. 

FINCA’s mission is to end poverty through 

sustainable and scalable solutions 

inspired by the insights and needs of 

people in the communities where they live 

and work. They do this by providing 

financing for farmers and business 

owners of small and micro businesses. 

They are celebrating their 40th 

anniversary this year by quadrupling all 

the donations that come in. Women’s 

Fellowship and our church have been 

supporting FINCA since 2005 with our 

pennies and have given over  

$4,500 to FINCA. We are excited to 

support FINCA as the needs of the world 

grow and change. 

Written by, Yvonne Belcher & Laura 

Lovelace 

 

 

“Dress A Girl” Sewing Party 

 

"Dress a Girl,'' a program where folks 

come together to cut & sew dresses for 

orphaned girls in other countries. The 

dress may be the only new item of 

clothing they have ever owned. This 



would be a good time to invite people who 

would like to learn to sew as well. All 

levels of skill are encouraged to attend. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to create 

community and friendship with the folks 

from St. Paul’s. 

 

Upcoming Sewing Dates 

December 7, 9:00am – 12:00pm 

January 4, 9:00am – 12:00pm 

February 1, 9:00am – 12:00pm 

Please RSVP to the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banner articles are due by December 20th  

 
The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Address: 242 E. Alvarado St. 

Pomona, CA 91767 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: office@mypomonachurch.org 

pastorjulie@mypomonachurch.org 

Website: mypomonachurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Hall 

 

Bible Study on Google Meet Tuesdays,7:30 p.m. 

 

Breakfast Group Wednesdays, 8:00 a.m. 

 

Julie Wheeler Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Laura Lovelace Admin. Assistant 

 

The Banner is published once a month. Articles 

and announcements to appear in the next issue 

of the Banner are due in the church office by the 

20th of each month. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 





 



 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 
 

Paul Lovelace 

Preaching 

 

Hanging of the 

Greens 

2 3 
Stewards 

3:00pm 

 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

4 
 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

5 6 7 
 

Dress a Girl 

9:00am 

8 
We Can’t Go 

Alone 

 

Cookie 

Exchange 

9 10 
 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

11 
Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

 

Service & 

Outreach 

9:30am 

12 13 
 

Christmas 

Caroling as 

Woods 

10:00am 

14 

15 
 

Do the Good 

that is Yours to 

Do 

 

Christmas 

Party 

16 17 
 

Google Meets 

Bible Study 

7:30pm 

18 
 

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

8:00am 

19 20 21 
 

Church 

Workday 

9:00am 

22 
 

Hope is Worth 

the Risk 

 

23 

 

Office 

Closed 

24 
 

Office Closed 

 

St. Paul’s 

Christmas 

Eve Service 

8:00pm 

25 

 

Merry 

Christmas 

 

26 

 

Office 

Closed 

27 

 

Office 

Closed 

28 

 

Office 

Closed 

29 
Service By: 

Peggy Redman, 

Linda Hart & 

Cody Smith  

30 
 

Office 

Closed 

31 

 
New Years 

Eve 

 

(January 1) 
 

New Years 

Day Open 

House 

 

(January 2) 

 

Office Open 

9:00am - 

2:45pm 

(January 3) 

 

Office Open 

9:00am - 

1:00pm 

 

 


